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Excellent Church, to remind their + nat Fhlocks, how : 


much it concerns them to live in a ſtritt and conſtant Ad- 


Horence to its Communion, as the ſafeſt Courſe they can take 


For the everlaſting Salvation of their Souls ; and how dan 


gerous their Condition is, that ſeparate from it: Andas 1 


have now a particular Occafion offer d me of delivering my 
Thoughts upon that Subject; ſo 1 conceive, this may be 
done with ſome Advantage of Clearneſs and Perſpicaty in 


the aha Method, 


HA'T we m ay be ſaved according to the Rule of 
God's reveal'd Will, we muſt be Members of. 


Chriſt's Church; that we may be Members of Chriſt's, 
Church, we muſt be Partakers of the Sacraments, which 
he inſtituted to initiate and confirm us therein, by mak- 


ing them the ſtated and ordinary Means of conveying to 
us 
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us his Divine Grace ; that we may partake of the Sa- 
craments, they muſt be adminiftred by Perſons duly 
commiſſion d; laſtly; that theſe Perſons may be duly 
commiſſion'd, they muſt be ordained by ſuch as derive 
this Authority in a continued and uninterrupted Suc- 

Sans TR x AK iv SL EASS SS 
For ſince he has appointed an Order of Men in his 
Church to be continued to the End of the World, for 
the Adminiſtration of his Holy Word and Sacraments, 
rs from St. Matthew xxviii. 20. it is requiſite, 
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they ſhou'd have his Divine Commiſſion for it, in order 


E — * 


to impower them ta tranſa& the Affairs of his Spiritual 
Kingdom, and apply the Seals of the New Covenant 
in his Name, whence they are called in Scripture, Am- 
baſſadors for Chriſt, Stewards of the Myſteries of God, 
Overſeers and Paſtors of his Flock, Oc. For it is al- 


low'd in all other Cafes, that no Commiſſion can be 


valid, but what is derived from ſuch as have an Au- 


thority to grant it; as for Inſtance, in the Caſe of z 


Colonel, a Judge, a Juſtice of the Peace, &c. And 


it is no leſs evident, that this could not be handed 


down to them thro' all Ages, any other ways than by; 
a continued Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, ' 
For if it con'd be proved, that there was but one ſing le 
breach in it, it is plain there can he no ſuch thing as 4 Die 
vine Commiſſion for the Miniſtry; for the Claim of an 
immediate Call, can never be juſtified for want of thoſe 
Credentials or ' miraculous Gifts, which the Apoſtles 
and others in their Pays had to ſhew for it. And to 
derive it from the People, or the Civil Magiſtrate, is a 
Pretence equally groundleſs and precarious; it no 
where appearing either im Scripture or Antiquity, that 
they ever had this Power veſted. in them ; but on the 
contrary, we find our Saviour and his Apoſtles St. Paut 
and Barnabas, Timothy and Titus oreating Church- 
Officers without the leaſt Intimation of ſo much as even 
theirConcurrence therein; and it is certain, there were 
no Chriſtian Magiſtrates during the three firſt Centuries 
to lay claim to it; nor does it appear, that they've 
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how eminent ſoeyer the D iſſenting Teachers may be as 
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ever ſince e to inveſt an Church cafe with 


here it is weight to 


object a 1 5 ect 555 of. this 3 gceſſion, 
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niſters. 

No this Ahe of ordaini ng Moi 
vey d down ſucceſtively Fo a: 15 has h. 

pe y; proved to belong tos our Bene „ by vrhoſe 

f ſſion: ut 20 5 | 

Tann ever ihr fo it z for then can t name one 


Presbyter that w 25 rd to hay: this Authority 
Hogs ed in him, before the rhe 175 ormation, 1 ch in 


the World, and accor that none of them can juſtly 
claim che Pome, 18 ER neral Opinion of : Chriſtians 
rid over A this very Day: ny ee 


to their natural Parts and Att inments, t they can never 
be allowed to have a 7 ul. Miſſion, if we either r re 
gard the uyanimous Senſe. and Practice of the whole 
8 ob Chriſt: ler 3 t leaſt fifteen hundred ars, or 
of the e of Ctriftians in the ſucceeding: Ages 
of it; and conſequently, yon can, never haye > well- 
ounded, Aſſurance o he Validity of 1 0 Admini- 
rations: But on the contrary, have juſt Grounds to 
queſtion, w ther Baptiſm, and. the Lord's Supper as 
Adminiſtre by them, be really Sacraments or no.; 
nay, a es Preſumprion, that they are not, in regard, 
in lt 3 they have no Power of diſpenſing 
them for want of a due and valid Commiſſion ;. for it 
is certain, that f thoſe Presbyters at or ſince the Re- 
formation from whom they would be thought to de- 
rive it, had no ſuch Power as this of commiſſioning Mi- 
niſters committed to them at their Ordination; and 
therefore could not confer it upon others : : for how can 


Ste 4 late excellent Defence of it by Mr. P. F. de Courayer, tho 
of a Party that are the only. open Oppeſers of it. 
T - the Ordinals of our e vindicated, in the fore-cited excel- 
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"any Nah give What hs is not poſſeſſed of himſelf > And 
that they hal it notin their Original Inſtitution, as be- 
ing a diſtinẽt Order from thoſe, whom the Apoſtles in- 
truſted it With, has been (I humbly conceive) evidently 
made àppeax in a ſmall Trac formerly publiſhed upon 
the ſamè Subject, entituled, A ſport View of the Con- 
zrcverſy about Epiſcopacy,' c. Whence it is obvious to 
"infer, that if Men regard the Salvation of their Souls, 
it is much ſafer for them to continue in the Communion 
of the Eftabliſh'd Church, than to part with it for any 
Diſſenting Congregation whatſoe ver. 
"Beſides, that every Chriſtian, as he is a Member of 
Chriſt's Church, is obliged to hold external Commu- 
nion with that part of it, where it can be lawfully had, 
in order to the publick Worſhip of God, and the ſo- 
lemn Profeſſion of our Religion, which are Duties in- 
diſpenſably incumbent upon us; and that this may be 
lawfully had with the Eftabhſh'd Church of England, 
has been publickly owned in Print“, as by the Foreign 
Reformed Churches, ſo by the moſt knowing and learned 
of our Diſſenters themſelves. And this" Sondeſſion of 
theirs further appears from their known Practice of 
repairing occafionally to our Aſſemblies. And in caſe 
fome ſhould deny this, I dare challenge any one of 
them to proye one ſinful Term of Communion enjoined 
in it, or that it is a breach of any one Command in 
Holy Writ. Ag the Truth of thefe Obſer- 
vations (as it can't in Reaſon be denied) it clearly fol- 
Jows, that you can't join with any feparate Congrega- 
tion without ſinning againſt God; for thereby, you in- 
cur the Guile of a „ which is the 
Sin of Schiſm, that we are ſo often and ſo warmly cau- 
tion'd againſt both in Scripture and f Antiquity ; for 


ſuch is every Separation from a Church that enjoins no 


ſinful Terms of Communion, as is confeſſed 4 by the 
moit learned of your own Writers, as the Aſſembly of 
Divines, &c. Eſpecially, when ſuch as are engaged 


* See Mr, Dure!'s View, and Dr. Bennet's Abridgement, &c. 
I See Ap. can. 24. Gan. 6. Conſtant. 6. Afr, to, 11. 
I See Dr, Wells: Collection of Teſtimonies. 2 
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in't ſet up oppoſite Aſſemblies, and conſtitute Church- 
Officers without Authority or any lawful Commiſion, 
as is the caſe of our Diſſenters, wherein they exceed the 
Novatians, Donatiſts, Miletians and other antient 
Schiſmaticks: 2. You make à Rent in this part of Chriſt's 
Church, in breach of your Duty of promoting Peace and 
Unity therein, Epheſ iv. 3. 3. You join with Separatiſts, 
and partake of their Sin in oppoſition to St. Paul's preſ- 
ſing Exhortation of avoiding ſuch as cauſe Diviſions, 
Rom. xvi. 17. which how. flagrant and heinous a Sin it 


Is, may be further made appear from ſeveral other Paſ- 


fages in Holy Writ; particularly 1 Cor. iii. 3. Jude 19. 
where ſuch. as are guilty of it, are ftiled Carnal and Sen- 
ſual, having not the Spirit; andò the unanimous Senſe of 
Antiquity on this head. But fince it is not conſiſtent 


with my intended Brevity, to produce the numerous. 


Teſtimonies to be met with to this purpoſe ; at preſent 


1 ſhall only lay before you the two following noted Paſ- 


fages. Trengys f teſtifies, that Schiſm is ſuch a rending 
of the great and glorious Body of Chriſt, as makes 

he Gullt of Schiele equal to that of A poſtates 
from the Faith, n to themſelves afreſh the 


Lord of Glory; and St. Cyprian + declares, that he 


has no longer God for his Father, who has not the 
Church for his Mother, but is out of the number of 
the Faithful, and tho he ſhoujd die for the Faith, yer 
ſhould'he.never be ſaved. And if the Law of God, as 
interpreted by Antiquity, thus condemns, your Separa- 


tion, ' doubtleſs the Act of Toleration, which is bur a 


humans Law, can never juſtify it: and therefore it is 
highly abſurd and unreaſonable to make uſe of this as 
a Pleg in its favour. Upon the whole, if the foregoing” 
Conſiderations prove ſolid and well grounded (as 1 truſt 
they will, and am ready to retract, in cafe the con- 
trary can be made appear with reſpect to any one of 
them) JI preſume, none but prejudiced Perſons can be 
offended at them, in regard upon this Suppoſitiop, it 
- * Seo Mr. Burſcough and Dr. Bennet of Schiſm. | 


+ Liv. 4. cap. 53. | 
+ De Unitate Ecclef, 
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ol be as alles; as our Souls are worth to conceal chem z 
for if by means of our criminal Silence Wen d ſhould pe- 
riſh, wc muſt unavoidably. partake- of the Guilt, and 
thereby. ine ehre our ſelves in their Puniſhment, ,. : 
And ſo 1. is your Occafjonal Conformity | From r miti- 
gating the Guilt of your eparation, chat it is a noto- 
rhus Aggravation of it: For it is an implicit Acknow-. 
ledgment, that you are * you may lawfully 
join n Communion with us you could not do * 
without acting againſt the 5 82 0 of your 'Car cience 3 
and therefore if a cauſeleſs Separation be. ſinful (as is 
75 verally allow d on all ng), it muſt be your mani 
t Duty to be conſtant A 808 co our e er 
inſtead of halting between two Opinions, For, 1745 
you may e lawfully do this, by parity, of 
ſon you may at any other, 3 is juſtify ty the doing 01 1 ; 
and 19 x is ruf üte, that a due R ard to 
the publ ik 8 1 | ty of this f part of Re hriſt's 
Church, and; the great Dans of Charity, oderation, 
and bearin oF in compoſin the lamentable Breaches 
it, wa 8 very powerful, Conſiderations to öblige 
you toac Fant Communien With it, as manifeſtly out- 
drehe all rhe Inconyeniencies, that can poſſihly «cy 
crue from 145 Practicè: and therefore 185 ipfinirey 
Concer; Importance, to you, ſeriouſſy c v weigh and, 
conſi er al that may at any time be offer d for youg * 
Conviction, and Le all you can to inform yo. 
ſelf aright i in this 28 an Af ir: for whatever flight 
Notions vou r wk have of the 8 n of Schiſm; vet you 
2 y 1 -ing: der, how yo an ob be entitled to 
made to the gn. -makers, "whilſt. yo ou 
5 Frag ne obſtinately perlt £0 to oppoſe thoſe Rules, 
which & . your Obedience to, for the Pre- 
eee of che Peace, and Unity of his Church. 
But after all, whilt-I am thus endeayouring to con- 
vince Men of the Danger of _ ſeparating from their P 55 
rſh Churches ; that I may not be thought to lay to 
great a Streſs upon the peculiar Advantages of — 
Church-Communion, I muſt not omit to remind them 
of \ anpcher Danger they are equally expoſed to, owing 
its 


1775 
its rife to a Cauſe ſtill more fatal and deſtructive, wiz? 
their impious and immoral Lives; which if they don't 
reform, tho' they profeſs themſelves Members of the 
pureſt and beft-conftituted Chureh in the World (as I 
aſſuredly take ours to be) it can be of no avail to em; 
for it is certain, that wicked and prophane Livers can't 
be ſaved in any: And therefore, T pray God we may 
all duely and ſeriouſly conſider of it. 5 


K . . E 
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SIR, 
7 HES E plain and ſhort Obſervations having been writ- 

ten upon Mrs. Wood's Account (who has been my Pa- 
riſbioner, when Miniſter of Bodvary) are ſent you in com- 
pliance with your Requeſt, fignified to me by Mr. Recorder; 
which having peruſed, you are defired to return in a Day or 
two. I have no more to add, with reſpelt to them, but 
to aſſure you, that I propoſe to my ſelf no other Ends therein, 
than the bare Sati gaction of having in ſome meaſure diſ- 
charg d my Duty upon this emergent Occafion, and that not- 
quithſlauding our Diverſity of Perſuaſions, * | 


I am, SIR, 
Your Affectionate Friend 
and H umble Servant, 
GR JONES. 
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5 OF THE 
Short and Plain Conſiderations, c. 
AGAINST run 
EXCEPTION S of Mr. T. B. 
n e 
1 Am ſurpriz'd to find ſo triſling and ludicrous an 


Anſwer, from a Perſon of your Note and Cha- 
racter, as that to Mr. Recorder, to ſay no worſe of it; 


and ſo impertinent and foreign to the Subject, as that 
which has been ſince directed to myſelf: For how 


ſtrange and unaceountable a Method muſt it be to pre- 
tend to anſwer a Tract, and yet not attempt to diſprove 


one ſingle Argument in it? unleſs making wretched 


Miſconſtructions of plain Paſſages, and drawing odious 
and ill- grounded Conſequences from them; or ſhifting 
Sides, and propoſing Objections, inſtead of anſwerin 

the Arguments urged therein; or, laſtly, deſpiſing and 
vilifying the Performance, and its Author, can be al- 
lowed to be ſuch! Which (I conceive) deſerves any other 


l rather than that of an Anſwer. Now, that this is 
4 


he Truth of the caſe, may in ſome meaſure be made ap- 

pear from a curſory View of the following Particulars. 
For, 1/t, does it not clearly appear from the whole 

Scope and Tenour of my Paper, That when I mention 


ſepa- 
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on 
Separating From the Communion of our Pariſh-Churches, I 
can't poſſibly mean this in Oppoſition to other particular 


Churches of the ſame Communion ; but the Diſſenting 


Congregations only, or parting with the Communion of 
the Church of Eng/and, as I've more than once intimated 
in the body of this ſmall Tract? This is fo egregious 
a Blunder, that the moſt ordinary Reader muſt wink 


hard if he doth not perceive it. And your way of rea- 


ſoning upon this head is ſo extreamly weak, that I am 
really concern d for you, and charitably hope it can be 
imputed to nothing elfe but your great Haſte and Pre- 
cipitancy : For where is the Conſequence of it, that be- 


cauſe we may lawfully repair for divine Service from 


one Pariſh to another of the ſame Communion, (as to 
make uſe of your Inſtance from Henllan to Denbigh) that 


we may by Parity of Reaſon warrant the doing of this 


with oppoſite and ſchiſmatical Aſſemblies that have no 
lawful Miniſters, as you are pleas'd to inſinnate? Or 


how does it follow, becauſe the Bounds of Pariſh- 


Churches, or the Bounds of Pariſhes, (for ſo you muſt 
mean, in order to make true Senſe of it) are mere hu- 
mane and prudential Conſtitutions, (which I readily 
grant) that we are at liberty either to join in Commu- 
nion with a true and regularly-conſtituted Church, as 
our's is, or with unlawful Aſſemblies? For ſuch are all 
thoſe that ſeparate from a true Church, that enjoins no 
ſinful Terms of Communion, as I've in ſome meaſure 
prov'd both from Scripture and Antiquity ; and muſt be 
allow'd, till you produce the like Authority for this 
Practice. 1 b 5 
24ly, Where do J ſay, either in expreſs Terms, or 
by neceſſary Conſtruction and Implication, that no Diſ- 
ſenter can be ſaved? For tho? I've prov'd by a Chain 
or Series of Propoſitions, (moſt of them ſelf-evident ; 
and the reſt, I truſt, ſo well grounded, that you can't 
diſprove any one of em) that our Saviovus has ap- 
pointed the Sacraments, as adminiſtred by Perſons duly 
commiſſion'd, to be the ordinary ſtated Means of Salva» 
tion, and that theſe may be undoubtedly enjoy'd by Per- 
ſons in our Communion ; But that there 1s not _ = 
5 he 78 


— —— — 
Wow ; rg Abs 


tion; nay, a ſtrong Preſumption that they are Fd 
þ | 


F 
Aſſurance of enjoying em in any ſeparate Congrega- 


and validly adminiſtred there: Yet I thence only inferr 


that it is much ſafer, with regard to our eternal Salva- 
tion, to continue in the Communion of this Church, 


than to part with it for any Diſſenting Congregation 
whatſoever. So that you ſee I am not at all concern 

in that invidious Concluſion, that you have drawn from 
this Article; which is not the Doctrine of ſome few 
hot-headed Perſons only, (as you would fain perſuade 
Men to believe) but of the Bulk of the moſt learned and 
pious Members of this Church, as well as of moſt of 
the Churches abroad; as muſt be granted, till you 
can prove the contrary : And therefore you might have 
fav'd yourſelf the Trouble of haranguing ſo long on this 


Head. For it is one diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtick of our 


excellent Church, that it does not confine Salvation to 


* Perſons in its own Communion only; as ſome others do, as 


well amongſt our Diſſenters, as in the Church of Rome: 
Nor do we pretend to ſet Limits to GOD's infinite 
Mercy and Goodneſs ; which we charitab! hope he will 
extend to Perſons that labour under the Dia vantages 
of Prejudice, Ignorance, Neceſſity, Oc. tho* they want 
the Happineſs of being Members of Churches duely and 
regularly conſtituted according to his reveal'd Will. 
Yet here I muſt not omit to remind you of your Mif- 
take, in ranking the Albigenſes or aldenſe in that 
Number, who are known to have had Biſhops among 
them. As to your Doctrine, tho' ſome of the Presby- 
terian Teachers have declared themſelves Orthodox on 
that head; yet it is obſervable, that they and the reſt 
of our Diſſenters have no Common and Publick Decla- 
rations which they are oblig'd to give their Publick Suf- 
frage and Conſent to; nor any Publick Eſtabliſhment 
relating to Faith and Worſhip, tho' they are the only 
Perſons in the World that are chargeable with this cri- 
minal Silence. To cloſe up all that I have to offer upon 
this Head, we know that ſome of the foreign Reform'd 
Churches have pleaded Neceſſity for their irregular Or- 
dinations ; which, hew far it may be allow'd of, is not 

| „ | - my 


made in their favour, your Condition may be equally 


it muſt. be an Over: ſtreteh of Charity to wave . 


mſßances we commiſerate, and are 
If fonable Allawances for thoſe Dif, 
APﬀgejudiges they may labour under: but 


me Charge, who are a true and regularly conſtituted 
Church, tho” oppreſs'd by the Kirk, and depriv'd of their 
Civil Rights and Revenues ? And what a frivolous Cavil 
1$.1t, to inſinuate that I lay the Streſs of my Arguments 
in Proof of it upon the Laws that have been enacted in 
favour of our Church by the Civil Power? when it is as 
clear as the Light, that my Proofs in ſupport of this 
Charge are founded upon a quite different Bottom, viz. 
that of Scripture and. Antiquity : which till you are 
able, to confute, you cant juſtify your Separation by 
any 


Res 
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2 7 to take no notice of, tho re 
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any other Plea than the Act of Toleration, how mucli 
ſoever you ſeem to diſclaim it. Thus having conſider d 
your notorious Miſconſtructions, and ill- grounded Con- 
cluſions, which diſcover ſome Errors in your Logick: 1 
proceed to examine your Scripture-Proofs for your pre- 


— — 


tended Miſſion; which, T make no doubt of it, will 


equally. diſcover your Miſtakes in the Scriptures, as 
much as you value yourſelf and deſpiſe others on that 
Head. For tho! it muſt be aftow'd to be a very unfair 
Treatment to put me upon anſwering your Objections, 
when it was your Province to anſwer the Arguments 
urged in my Paper; eſpecially when I had already done 
in a Letter written upon this Subject, which you are 
ferr d to in this very 
ract: yet, however, to give you all the Satisfaction 
within my power, I ſhall not decline that Task, _ 
And here I beſeech you to obſerve, That the pro- 
miſcuous Uſe of the Word Presbyter and Biſhop in Scrip- 
ture is no argument that they are of one and the fame 
Office; otherwiſe an Emperor and his General, an Apo- 
ſtle and a Presbyter are the ſame, as I have obſerv'd in 
that Letter: nor can you infer that they are of one and 
the ſame Order, becauſe the ſame Qualifications are 
requir d in both, ſince * Deacons are requir d to have the 
ſame Qualifications with Biſhops ; yet nobody will af- 
firm that they are of the ſame Order, as has been like- 
wile made appear in the ſame Letter. However, tho' we 
ſhou'd allow you all you contend for, viz. that thoſe 
call'd Biſhops in f Scripture were no more than meer 
Presbyters ; yet it doth by no means follow that theſe 
Scripture-Presbyters had the Power of Ordination 
veſted in em; unleſs you can prove withal, that 
whoever were called in Scripture by the name of 


Presbyters or Biſhops, were inveſted with this Power; 


which I dare poſitively affirm you can never do. 
For beſides Deacons and Presbyters, which are com- 
monly in Scripture called Biſhops, there was a ſuperior 
Order, that had Authority over both theſe ; for ſuch 


* 1 Tip. iii, 2, 12. + Philipp. i. 1, &c. 
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were the Twelve Apoſtles, St. Paul and Barnabas, 78. 


-mothy and Titus, &c. For it appears from the Epiſtles 
which St. Paul writ to the two laſt of em, that they 


vere inveſted with a Power of ordaining and governing 


Presbyters: for we find exprefs Directions given em, 
about ordaining Presbyters and Deacons; receiving 
Accufation againſt Presbyters and others, and exerci- 


r Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures upon Offenders. We like- 
wile 


read f, that St. Paut and Barnabas ordain'd Elders 
in every Church at Tonium, Antioch, and Lyſtra ; but it 


no where appears, that meer Presbyters could do it: 
For if they had this Power, what Reafons could be 


aſſign'd that St. Paul ſhould leave Titus in Crete for that 
Purpoſe, when we know that that Ifland had been con- 


verted to Chriſtianity long before Titus came thither ; 


and therefore doubtleſs, they had then many Presbyters 
ſettled among em. And it is no more to be queſtion'd, 
but there were ſeveral Presbyters ſettled at Epheſus, 
when Timothy was fent thither ; and yet we find no Au- 
thority of this kind committed, and no Directions given 
about the Management of it, but to Timothy only: 


which ſeems to be a convincing Argument, that Preſ- 


byters were not, then poſſeſs'd of it; eſpecially when ic 
does not appear + from that ambiguous Paſſage tonch- 
ing Trmothy's Ordination by the Hands of the Presby- 
tery, which St. Paul mentions as perform'd by the lay- 


ing on of his own Hands: And even Calvin himſelf can /e 


find nothing in it in your favour. Beſides that the 
Presbyters here mention'd may very probably be ſome 
of the Apoftles, for they are often named Presbyters in 
Scripture ; however, the utmoſt that can be infer d from 
it, is the Concurrence of Presbyters to fhew their Con- 
ſent and Approbation. And, indeed, it had been per- 
fectly needleſs to have ſent Timothy to Epheſus, for the 
Diſcharge of this Office, if the Presbyters there refident 


might have done it as well as himſelf: What ſlender 


Grounds then have you, to found the ordaining Power 
„1 Tim. 5.1. Titns i. $. U. 14. 
i 
im. iv. 14 
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you to my Letter. 


F Presbyters upon this e Paſſage 7 which 
ned Men, both 17 A 1 a e o much ante 


chat we have no leſs Hens Opi⸗- 


N 019 30 the. Senſ e 25 it: Al LY Pauls 8 pharge 


to the Presbyters 1 rut“ denote no. ow 


than their Over-ſight over the T 58 75 Is eyident fi 15 


FAME may be 
of that of St. Peer, %s DES iS dhe 25 other Paſi 


» 2 4 © % 


inct K Specs b . our pre- 
Latical 775 5 A as you are ＋ 25 to term em) I refer 


And as the. ordaining Power. of: Presbyters has 5 0 
Foundation in Scripture; ſo neither ; is: there 20 
dence for it in Anti uity, but juſt the Reverſe 175 
as appears from Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and the Accounts 
we have therein of all the Councils and Sie 10 
bout 1500 Years.. 

n the Whole, 161 bare advanced nothing new i 

di kran Tract, and if it is ſo miſerably blen ed Wit 
Fallttes and Miſtakes as you r 2 it; then the 
more: inexcuſable, you, that you have, not returned. 2 


better Reply to it : For, upon this Suppoſition, it had 


been feaſible and eaſy for vou to haye furniſh'd your- 
{elf with Materials Mr. J. O. (to whom you are 
3odebred. for your Scripture-Proofs, Oc.) or ſome other 
Friend, in order to. form that unanſwerable Anſwer 
Which you give out has been ſo often given to all that is 
material in it. And yet how much yours falls ſhort of 


deſerving this Chara _ he muſt be miſerably blinded 


» Afr . 17, 28. 1 Peter 5. 1, 2. 1 See Scripture-Prosfs 
more particularly and completely anfoer 'd by Mr. Thomas, 15 his exec 
* Reply. to Mr. J. O's Plea. 
+ See the firſt of the moſt ancient Canons call'd A Lr which 
make up part of the Code of the 2 Church, Biſhop Bilſon's 
perpetual Government, 
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with Prejudice thax can'r diſcern. As for the Teflimo® 
nies of modern Authors, which have been collected to 
your hands by Mr. J. Owen, and others; and theſe of 


ſeveral Sects and Denominations, as Papifts, Prexbyteriaus: 
and reputed Church of England Mee ; ſince our Debate 
is about a Matter of Fact, it can't be decided by their 


Authoritym, but by the Practice of the Church: And 
therefore the Opinions and Suffrages of Divines, can 


be of no weight in the preſent Caſe; but Recourſe muſt 


be had to the Monuments of the Church in all Ages, as 


the ſureſt Method to determine it in conjunction with 


the Holy Scriptures: which I preſume you are not ſo 
great a Stranger to, as not to know how much the 
make againſt you in reference to the Matter in diſ- 
pute. Qtherwiſe, how eaſy a Task would it be to 
muſter up a vaſtly greater Number of Authors to op- 
poſe yours, even tho all your Quotations were perti- 
nent; as I am perſuaded ſome of them, nay a great 
many are not: And herein you may receive Satisfaction, 
3f you conſult Mr. Fhomas's Anſwer to Mr. James 
Owens Plea ; where you'll find moſt of them anſwer'd, 
with ſome others not cited by you : which ſuperſedes 
my making any further Remarks upon em, eſpecially 
when they bear ſo ſmall a relation to the Merit of the 
Cauſe ; nor is it practicable in my Caſe, as having 
no Opportunities here in'the Country of examining the 
Paſſages cited by you, for want of the Books refer- 
„ ESE 

I am now come to the laſt Head J propos'd to myſelf 
to make the Subje& of my Remarks, and that is your 
notorious Calumnies and InveCtives; wherein you 
charge me with-writing Falſhoods, being an Incendiary, 
or having ſome other unworthy Deligns : and that 
notwithſtanding my expreſs and ſolemn Declarations to 


the contrary ; which how conſiſtent it is with your Pro- 


feſſions of Reſpect and Friendſhip in other Parts of your 
Letter, I am utterly at a loſs to account for : Bur, as 
theſe ill Treatments are always look d upon as Signs of 
a deſperate and baffled Cauſe, and very unworthy of 
Chriſtian Scholars and Divines, who are particularly' 

obliged 


HS t 16 1 
b bliged to have a greater regard to Truth and Charity: 
Ii i} — their ſeveral Sentiments and Opinions, — 
11 of making any Returns of this kind, I ſhall over-look 
1088 em; and put an end to your Trouble with this only 
[vi Requeſt, That you would not take me for your Enemy, 
[THE becauſe I endeavour to tell you the Truth: but believe 
Bk me to be, notwithſtanding theſe immerited Affonts- 
11 and Indignities, r | 


Har 
Your Affectionate Friend, 


5 | and Humble Servant, 
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